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“Look at these can-shapes, could these buildings be more bland?”

“Programmatically, the historic typology of the baseball stadium is

a quintessential can-shaped building, the site constraint shapes
the program locally on a site by site basis.”

2 A being which lacks its own opinion.

“What ,~e§ﬁ-—sha;53, It’s like talking to a wall.”
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ballra@umich.edu

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

Taubman College of Architecture
and Urban Planning
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bring (a task or activity) to an end; complete.
complete the manufecture or decorstion of

{a material, object, or place) by giving if an
attractive surface appearsnce.

The range of architectural finishes has become more
comprehensive and complex than éver before. Compet-
ing logics of building technology, econamy, consumer
capitalism, material extraction, net carbon, lsbor, and
culture all intersect in & complex context that shapes
how buildings are constructed. In the US, traditional
natural materials of the past have largely been replaced
with cheaper, less labor intensive, manufactured alterna-
tivas, Wond can ba tila brick is & sheat anod, snd markla
comes on & roll; the likeness of any material cen be
malded to any form. This faux represantation of material
has created an image-mapped architecture of finishes.

This ghift to & representational materiality, while of-
fering infinite formal potential, creates a of tra-
ditional tectonic expression in architecture. No loenger
is the sesthetic of material tied to its performance.
Traditional tectonic expressions of structure and mate-
riality aré now clad with performative requirements of
continuous exterior insulation, fire-rated wall assem-
blies, and sound transmission class, as we will see.

A primary task of architects, then, is to detail faux-ma-
terial finish conditions so as to perpetuste the ruse of
asuthentic material expression. A likely danger of finish
is that as it is, at best, minimally required, it can
beoome an easy target of value engineering. Among the
questions we will address in this course are: Why don't
we move beyond these historical associations of mate-
rial? What does this say about our cultural relationship
to technology that we are resistant to change? Why

are architects accepting this role of finish designer?
Why do we work so hard to disguise the structure and
systems that actually suppart the building? What is an
expressive architecture of tiles, sheets, and rolls?

In this course, students will be encouraged to explore
new formal potentials to propose an expressive archi-
tecture of finishes.

This eourse will be structured as a 2-part workshop
with both a representational and fabrication compe-
nent. The first half of the course will be dedicated to
deriving a cetalog of image-based textures and meterial
surfaces, which students will develop into a construct-
ed detail condition in the second half of the semester.

PT 1: REPRESENTATIONAL MATERIALITY

Working in groups, students will establish @ still-life
composition of typical consiruction materials {such as
the Zxd, CMU, OSE, plywood, metal stud, ete.) whose
materiality remains un-sestheticized and still provides
a functional purpose. A looping framework of original,
replics, functional, pastiche, and imaginary will guide

The course will begin with & demanstration of studie
photography technigues, DSLR operation, key and
fill lighting, tethered capture, and editing using
Adobe Lightroom. The still-life investigation may
also work with backdrops, utilize green screen tech-
nolegy engage with the schools TV Lab. Digital
workflows such as 3D seanning, photogrammetry,
developing texture maps, and using rendering en-
gines will allow the compositions to be brought into
the computer before being recrested through ana-
logue fabrication methods. Sewing machines will be
available for student use, and the studio will work
with textiles and sewing techniques in particular

a8 a means to explore representational materiali-
ty. Students may aleo integrate digital fabrication
technigues such as CNC routing, 30 printing, and
laser cutting.

PT 2;: DETAIL EXPRESSION

Students will critically examine common vernacular
detail conditione and propose a 1-to-1 mockup which
will explore the current crisis of material expression
instigated by the adoption of the tile, sheet, or roll as
primary finich materiale, Toxtila snd aveing hadiey
will be encoursged. The chunk detail assemblies will
utilize the representational material technigues devel-
aped in part 1.
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673 TORO STREET

SAN LUIS OBISPO, CALIFORNIA, USA
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PROFESSIONAL

PROFESSIONAL WORKS Princeton University Art Museum
Princeton, New Jersey

Adjaye Associates Under Construction
New York, New York Expected Complerion 2024

RYAN ANTHONY BALL

ADJAYE ASSOCIATES

PROFESSIONAL WORKS Princeton University Arc Museum
Princeton, New Jersey

Adjaye Associates Under Construction —
New York, New York Expected Complerion 2024

Project Team

AOR: Cooper Robertson
Structural: Silman

MEP: Kohler Ronan

Lighting: Tillotson

Facade: Heintges

Landscape: James Corner E.O.

Incernal Design Development
Adjaye NYC Project Team

Davide Adjaye
Marc MeQuade
Matchew Storrie

Abraham Murrell

Ryan Ball
Lincoln Antonio
Ella Ame

Selected Works
Summer 2021

PROFESSIONAL WORKS

Adjaye Associates
New York, New York

RYAN ANTHONY BALL

Princeton University Art Museum
Princeton, New Jersey

Under Construction
Expected Completion 2024

PRACTICE

Project Team

AOR: Cooper Robertson
Strucuural: Silman

MEP: Kohler Ronan

Lighting: Tillotson

Facade: Heintges

Landscape: James Corner F. O.

Project Team

AOR: Cooper Robertson
Structural: Silman

MEP: Kohler Ronan

Lighting: Tillotson

Facade: Heineges

Landscape: James Corner E. O.
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Adjaye NYC Project Team

Davide Adjaye
Marc McQuade
Matthew Storrie

Abraham Mureell
Ryan Ball
Lincoln Antonio
Ella Ame
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ADJAYE ASSOCIATES

PROFESSIONAL WORK

Adjaye Associates
New York, New York

1199 SEIU Lobby
Uniter Healthcare Workers East
New York, New York

Complete

PROFESSIONAL

PRACTICE

Project Team

MEP: RDA

Lighting: Dot Dash
Accoustics: Longman Lindsey
Contractor: JRM

Construction Administration
Adjaye NYC Internal Project Team

David Adjaye
Eric Ball
Ryan Ball
Kyungsik Kim
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111 E Ann St. #1
Ann Arbor , MI 48104

ryananthonyball@gmail.com
+01.513.520.5733
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